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Argumentation of Figures of Speech in Meccan Surahs
A Rhetorical Approach
Sultan Mohammed Owaidh Aljohani
Abstract

This study is devoted to examining figurative imagery in the Meccan
surahs and uncovering its argumentative dimension as a means of
influence, persuasion, and rhetorical appeal. Consequently, such imagery is
not merely a transient verbal ornament, but rather a fundamental
component of the rhetorical structure. It is indispensable and cannot, under
any circumstances, be dispensed with, as it transcends the formal aspect to
attain greater impact and deeper rhetorical resonance.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach that seeks to
describe and analyze figurative imagery in the Meccan surahs and to
examine its argumentative dimension through two main axes: the first
explores the sources of its argumentative strength, and the second
investigates the resultant argumentative effect. This analysis is carried out
with reference to key notions of the rhetoric of argumentation.

The dissertation consists of an introduction, a preface, four chapters, a
conclusion, and indexes. The introduction presents the research problem,
its significance and value, objectives, previous studies, the research
methodology, and the structure of the dissertation. The preface addresses
the concept of figurative imagery and the concept of argumentation.
Chapter One explores the argumentative function of simile through two
sections: the first examines the argumentation of the simple simile, and the
second focuses on the argumentation of the compound simile. Chapter Two
investigates the argumentative dimension of trope through three sections:
the first discusses the argumentation of logical trope, the second addresses
the argumentation of metonymic trope, and the third analyzes the
argumentation of metaphor. Chapter Three focuses on the argumentative
function of metonymy and allusion through two sections: the first on the
argumentation of metonymy, and the second on the argumentation of
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allusion. Chapter Four examines the rhetorical functions of argumentative
imagery through two sections: the first on its function in producing impact,
and the second on its function in achieving persuasion. The dissertation
concludes with a summary of the main findings and key recommendations,
followed by an index of Qur’anic verses, a bibliography, and a subject
index.

The research concluded that the Meccan Qur’anic discourse iS, par
excellence, a persuasive argumentative discourse. One of its most
important mechanisms is the rhetorical imagery, as it addresses major,
pivotal issues such as affirming the oneness of God, and the resurrection
and reckoning after death.
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